Wednesday Bible Study- Acts
The Coming of the Holy Spirit
SESSION GOALS
The point of every session is a main idea with the goal of informing our knowing, feeling, and doing. 
MAIN IDEA: The Holy Spirit empowers us to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
Head Change: To know that we are the temple of God, carrying His presence and power into the world.
Heart Change: To feel grateful that the Holy Spirit changes us from the inside out.
Life Change: To repent of our sins, gratefully receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and go into every nation to make disciples of Jesus.
OPEN
Global movement is a trend in today’s cultural moment—but it’s not a new idea. Two thousand years ago, Jesus instructed His followers to go out into the all the world, carrying His life-giving, eternity-altering message of love and hope. In the first session of this series on the book of Acts, Francis Chan explores the truth that it was the coming of the promised Holy Spirit that breathed life into Jesus’ Great Commission. Today, this same Holy Spirit fills us, changes us, equips us, and sends us out to advance God’s Kingdom.
VIEW
As you watch, write down how Francis answers these questions.
After His death and resurrection, why did Jesus tell His disciples to wait in Jerusalem?



What was particularly significant about the Holy Spirit appearing as tongues of fire on the day of Pentecost?


 Why did some onlookers accuse Jesus’ followers of being drunk when the Holy Spirit came upon them?
 
How many people were saved when Peter preached on the day of Pentecost?
 
Show SESSION #1: The Coming of the Holy Spirit (12 minutes)
REVIEW
Francis opens the session marveling that, as Christians from all over the world, we can study the same book of the Bible, love the same Savior, and experience the same Holy Spirit. Does your local church partner with missionaries, Christian nonprofits, or other churches on other continents? If so, what’s your personal involvement with these organizations?

Francis reminds us that, after Jesus’ resurrection, He told His friends and followers to go into all the world and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing people and teaching them everything He had taught them. But before Jesus’ ascension into heaven, He gave His disciples a crucial caveat: “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4–5) Why would the people Jesus was addressing have made a formidable church planting team?


According to Acts 1:8, why was it so important for the disciples to wait for the promised Holy Spirit? If you feel comfortable to do so, share about a time when you put more faith in the talents of a worship leader, preacher, or ministry team, than you did in the power of the Holy Spirit working through those people.


We read in Acts 2 that, some days later, Jesus’ followers were all together in a particular place, and the Holy Spirit came upon them with the sound of a rushing wind and what looked like flames of fire settling on each believer. Francis notes that this is an astonishing throwback to the Old Testament: God tells Moses to build a tabernacle because He wants to dwell there with His people. Upon completion, God fills the tabernacle with the weight of His glory––fire and cloud—as a sign of His indwelling presence (Exodus 40:34–38). The same thing happens upon completion of the temple God instructs Solomon to build: fire fills the temple (2 Chronicles 7:1). What is the humbling, sobering, awe-inspiring, empowering implication of fire falling from heaven, not into a building, but upon the people of God?
 


As soon as they were filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples began speaking in other languages. Why would this have been particularly powerful proof to skeptical, cynical bystanders, convincing many that the message of Jesus was legitimate? Talk about a time when you witnessed something, or experienced something personally, that convinced you God’s Spirit was real and at work in our world.
 

Peter responds to scornful accusations that the believers are drunk by preaching a groundbreaking sermon based on Old Testament prophecies predicting the coming of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28–32, Psalm 16:8–11, Psalm 110:1). Have you ever been mocked—subtly or overtly—for your display of worship? If so, how did you handle the situation? When you first—or finally—surrendered to the saving, transforming power of God, was there a particular passage of scripture preached or shared with you, that acted as a catalyst in that moment?


Peter preaches the gospel and 3,000 people are saved. Have you ever led someone to faith in Jesus? If so, share how you experienced the empowering of the Holy Spirit in that situation. Roleplay some conversations: practice sharing the good news of Jesus with a coworker who asks why you go to church; or explain to a curious friend what it means to be energized and equipped by the Holy Spirit.

Peter’s claims on the day of Pentecost were revolutionary. His hearers would surely have heard of the holy God of the Old Testament: no one could look at Him and live (Exodus 33:20)! And yet Peter declares that any who repent of their sins, turn to God, and are baptized will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). This extraordinary promise was for people near and far and for generations into the future. Which war-torn, poverty-stricken, or sickeningly corrupt area of the world breaks your heart?

 How does the promise of the Holy Spirit for any who repent give you hope for that corner of the globe?


Do you ever feel alone—or lonely—in your Kingdom service? If so, what would change for you, this week, if you were more mindful of God’s promise that He will go with you, and be with you, and be in you, wherever in the world He sends you?
 


Francis shares about becoming a Christian as a teenager and how he simply didn’t want to go back to the sinful life he’d been leading before getting to know Jesus. Did you have a dramatic conversion experience, or a gradual realization of the truth of the gospel? If you’re ok to talk about it, name a particular sin that immediately became repulsive to you once you’d accepted Christ. Were there other temptations you still struggled to resist?



Francis explains that while we can learn (and unlearn) things and get talked into (and out of) things, the Holy Spirit works in a totally different way: He enters into us, dwells inside of us, and changes us irrevocably. Does the fact that God wants to take over your entire life make you nervous at all? Why, or why not? How would you explain to a six-year-old or a sixteen-year-old that the Holy Spirit makes us “slaves to what is right”?

Francis says, “Our prayer for you through this series is not that you learn information, but that you experience what those disciples experienced 2,000 years ago…” Do you tend to view the Holy Spirit as a theological concept, or as an occasional visitor, or as a constant, indwelling, empowering presence? What’s your next step as you consider the gift of the Holy Spirit in your life, giving you power over sin, power to influence the world, and power to bless His Church?


BIBLE EXPLORATION
Like Joel, Ezekiel also prophesied the inside-out transformational work of the Holy Spirit. In Ezekiel 11:19, God says, “‘I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.’” And again in Ezekiel 36:26, “‘I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.’” Personally and practically, how has this promise played out in your life? In other words, what did your “heart of stone” look like? How has your “heart of flesh” changed the way you work, shop, socialize, play sport, or do anything else?


Jesus instructed His disciples to wait for the promised Holy Spirit. If you’re currently in a season of waiting, consider Psalm 37:7, Isaiah 40:31, and Micah 7:7. What is God teaching you, and how is God changing you as you wait?


Paul writes, “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself…” (1 Corinthians 6:19). List all the places you’ll take God’s temple—you! —in this week. How do you think your presence in those places can offer hope and love or make people think about Jesus?

Read 2 Peter 2:22. How would you use this scripture to explain to a friend or one of your kids how Jesus has changed you?
LAST WORD
We are on Earth to know God and make Him known. Let’s keep reminding ourselves and one another that the good news of Jesus Christ isn’t a sales pitch or an inspiring philosophy or an inspirational TED talk. It’s the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes, and we have been invited into the breathtaking responsibility of sharing that message with the world. Praise God: we don’t preach our own ideas in our own strength. God’s Spirit fills us and fuels us, for His Kingdom and glory.
DEEPER WALK
Select at least one activity below to complete before watching the next session.
Read: Read Romans 1:16 and Romans 8:9–11 from a different Bible translation than the one you normally use. What is God saying to you about His indwelling Spirit in your life?
Write: If you’ve sensed the Holy Spirit speaking to you this week—about sin in your life, or a next step you need to take, or a person He’s asking you to pray for—write down those impressions in as much detail as possible. Do particular passages of scripture come to mind that correlate with what you’re thinking or feeling? Write down those verses, as well as your action plan to obey.  
Pray: Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you afresh with energy and excitement to take the good news of Jesus into the world around you.
Our mission is to work with the global church to inspire people to love others before self and Christ above all.
® 2025 RightNow Ministries



