WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY NOTES
Recap/Overview of Our Study So Far:
Acts Chapter 1- Luke (the author of Acts) introduces us to the book stating that before he wrote about Jesus’ teachings and his life here on earth, but this writing will be about Jesus’ last 40 days on earth after his crucifixion and resurrection, and his passing on the job of bringing people into the kingdom to his disciples.  He explains that Jesus told them to wait for a gift from God that would provide them with the power they would need to fulfill his commandment.  He briefly mentions that though Judas is gone from the 12, they prayed and replaced him with another faithful follower, Matthias.
Acts Chapter 2- Luke describes the coming of the gift that Jesus promised, The Holy Spirit. All the believers were assembled in one place when suddenly a sound came from heaven that sounded like a strong rushing wind and filled the entire building that they were in.  Then they saw cloven tongues of fire that separated and landed on each of them. And because this was a festival time, there were people from every Jewish nation in town and they heard the sound and came running to see what was happening. Some were confused so Peter stood up and explained God’s plan of salvation from the prophet Joel’s prophecy to it’s fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection. From these 3000 souls were saved. And the church was born as they established themselves as a community of believers.
Acts Chapter 3- Peter and John are stopped by a lame man on their way into the temple to pray.  The man asks for money, but Peter tells him that they don’t have any, but instead they give him the power to walk in the name of Jesus. As they help him to stand, his legs and feet gain strength, and he is able to walk and jump up praising God. When people looking on see what has happened they stare in amazement, but Peter tells them that the prophets predicted this long ago and that it’s time for them to repent of their unbelief and sin.
Acts Chapter 4- When the Sadducees (a group that adamantly denied the resurrection of Christ) heard what Peter and John were preaching, they grabbed them and threw them in jail. Then, they were brought before the Sanhedrin (the Jewish equivalent of the Supreme Court).  They were questioned, threatened and let go with the warning to stop preaching Jesus. When they returned to the community of believers, they all prayed for boldness to continue to speak God’s Word inspite of the threats. And they continued spreading the news of Jesus’ resurrection and the community grew. And as they grew they shared in taking care of and encouraging each other.   Some who owned land or homes sold their property and gave the proceeds to the apostles for the needy. One wealthy believer sold an entire field that he owned and gave the money to the apostles to be distributed as needed.
Acts Chapter 5- We learn that the community of believers was not without internal problems and not everyone yielded themselves to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Ananias and Sapphira’s story tell us that Satan can influence believers to test the Holy Spirit. Without repentance this leads to death.  Yet even this hindrance did not stop the work of the believers to tell about Jesus.  And their numbers continued to grow. This caused the Sadducees to be jealous, so they arrested the apostles and put them in jail again.  This time an angel came and released them and told them to preach Jesus in the temple courts.  They did as they were told by the angel and then, the temple guards found them and brought them back to go before the Sanhedrin to answer why they had disobeyed the previous orders not to speak about Jesus’ resurrection.  Of course, they replied that they had to obey God rather than human beings.   The Sanhedrin were so angry that they wanted to kill the apostles, but, a Pharisee (who believed in strict adherence to traditional law) warned them against it.  So, they flogged the apostles, warned them not to speak about Jesus and let them go.  And even after they were beaten, the apostles went out rejoicing in the privilege of being disgraced for the name of Jesus. And the chapter ends with the statement that they never stopped teaching and proclaiming that Jesus is the Messiah.  
